Daily Bible thoughts 90: Friday 4th May 2012: 1 Kings 2:26-35.
You can’t get far in Bible reading without running into the wonderful fact that God’s Word is true. We have seen this before and we will see it again. You can respond by saying, ‘I’ve heard it all before’, or you can feel the impact of it and realise that the Bible, a book that normally consists of paper pages and leather covers, is actually rock and you can stand on it. You can build the whole structure of your life upon it. (I am reminded of a John Denver song about a cousin named Matthew. The song goes that he found the family Bible, made him solid as a stone.)
The Bible’s prophecies have come to pass. The majority of inspired predictions in Scripture have already come true (Here is one good reason for believing that this is a special Book; God’s Book). Things foretold in detail, and often years in advance, have come true to the letter. There hasn’t been a single failure to date; not one ‘blank shot’ fired.
Furthermore, its prophecies will come to pass. There are some that remain, and they have to do with the second coming of Jesus and the end of history. We can be sure that everything God has said will be fulfilled. Jesus came the first time in fulfilment of prophecy. He will come again.
Here is a prophecy that came to pass (26/27, see 1 Sam.2:27-36: the earlier words of an anonymous prophet.)

In terms of the killing of Joab (28-35), it needs to be pointed out that God’s law demanded that murderers should be put to death (Ex.21:12). Only for unintentional killing (manslaughter in other words) could someone seek refuge at the altar (Ex.21:13/14). Joab exemplified the truth that those who live by the sword will die by it, long before Jesus gave utterance to the idea. I see irony in the words about Joab being buried on his own land in the desert (34). It seems to me that, spiritually speaking, that was where he lived his life. It was his terrain, his environment, his own land. Great soldier and military leader that he was, he was fatally flawed. He was a law unto himself. He could flout God’s law in a moment. To be like that is to live amid the parched dunes of a wasteland. As with so many others, it could have been a different story had he surrendered to God instead of fighting Him.
So Solomon moved with decisive efficiency to mop up all other traces of opposition to his reign. He now had in place his two most important officials: Benaiah as commander of the army, and Zadok as high priest (35). The appointment of Zadok partly fulfilled an earlier prophecy in which God said He would raise up a faithful priest who would minister always (1 Sam.2:35). This prophecy was to be ultimately fulfilled in the coming of Jesus Christ.
Prayer: Lord, don’t allow me to admire your Word from a distance. Let me keep it close to me where I can stand on it, and not be shaken.
